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You still 
haven't 
learned how 
to play?! 
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Takeshi Obata 


Not yet. 
— Takeshi Obata 


t all began when Yumi Hotta played a pick-up game of go with 

her father-in-law. As she was learning how to play, Ms. Hotta 

thought it might be fun to create a story around the 

traditional board game. More confident in her storytelling 

abilities\than her drawing skills, she submitted the beginnings of 
Hikaru no Go to Weekly Shonen Jump’s Story King Award. 
The Story KingAward is an award that picks the best story, manga, 
character design ‘and youth (under 15) manga submissions every 
year in Japan. As fate would have it, Ms, Hotta’s story (originally 
named, “Kokonotsu ‘no Hoshi’), was a runner-up in the “Story” 
category of the Story King Award. Many years earlier, Takeshi Obata 
was a runner-up for the Tezuka Award, another Japanese manga 
contest sponsored by Weekly Shonen Jump and Monthly 
Shonen Jump. An editor assigned to Mr. Obata’s artwork came 
upon Ms. Hotta’s story and paired the two for a full-fledged manga 
about go. The rest is modern go history. 
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The Story Thus Far 


Hikaru Shindo discovers an old go board one day up in his grandfather's attic. The moment 
Hikaru touches the board, the spirit of Fujiwara-no-Sai, a genius go player from Japan’s Heian 
Era, enters his consciousness. Sai’s love of go inspires Hikaru, as does a meeting with the child 
prodigy Akira Toya — son of go master Toya Meijin. With his interest in go awakened, Hikaru 
now dreams of becoming a professional player. 


After the preliminary rounds of the pro test, Hikaru gains more experience and skill playing 
games at various go salons. The main rounds of the pro test are before him—and with 27 
rounds to be played, only the top three players will move on to become pros. By the 25th 
round, Ochi has guaranteed his spot by maintaining his one-loss record. But the other two 
spots are up for grabs—and among the contenders are Waya with two losses, Hikaru with 
three, and Isumi and Honda both with four. 


In round 26, Hikaru goes up against his rival Waya, and manages to come back from behind. 
Honda loses and thus eliminates his chance of going pro. In the final match, Hikaru goes up 
against Ochi, who has been receiving guidance from the younger Toya specifically aimed at 
defeating Hikaru. Hikaru, however, takes advantage of the slightest weakness in Ochi’s game and 
manages to take the win. Waya also wins, which eliminates Isumi’s hopes for a playoff. After 26 
grueling rounds of play, Hikaru, Waya and Ochi have made it to the pros! 
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The¥Awaiting Pros”. 
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WHAT?! 
ISUMI| 
QUIT THE 
KYUSEIKAI? 


, N 
AND THAT'S ye 


: NOT ALL. 
EVEN PEOPLE ‘ 
WHOPLANTO |S. Bo HE QUIT 
MOVE ON AS 
USUALLY STICK 


AROUND UNTIL 
MARCH. 


DROPPING 

OUT OF THE ‘ ‘yy —_ 

INSEI AND THE A IN\\\\ ANS BUT ISUMI'S 
KYUSEIKAI... | | ili \\ BEEN GOING TO 
WHAT'S HE Le AT! \\ THE KYUSEIKA! 
GONNA DO? | : | ‘@\\\ FOR AREAL 
WAYA, HAVE | Ve LONG TIME, 
YOU TALKED RIGHT?! 

TOHIM? t 


WELL, | 


THAT'S WHEN SO | WENT THOUGHT IT 
SHINODA TO THE GO uae ee 

SENSEI TOLO ASSOCIATION Ne aie 
ME THAT ON AN INSEI de 


ISUMI QUIT. 


GAME DAY. PHONE... 
Z| | 
all 


SENSE! 
SAID THIS 
MIGHT BE 
BEST FOR 


HE MAY HAVE 
DROPPED OUT FROM 
HERE AND THE PERHAPS THIS |S 
KYUSEIKAI, BUT eee A|| ATIMEFOR QUIET 
STUDYING GOISN’'T jit" "S| INTROSPECTION... 
JUST ABOUT 
PLAYING GAMES. 


AND AT HIS 
LEVEL, IT'S 
ENOUGH FOR 
HIM TO JUST 
REVIEW GAME 
RECORDS. 


SOMETIMES 
IT’S AGOOD 
THING TO GO 
IT ALONE. 


WHAT 


Hi W\\\ THE HECK 


THAT ISUMI Ak AY rarKine 
ISN'T DONE 


HE SAID THAT \ \ \\ WAIN \ 
ISUMI KNOWS \\ a: REALLY 
THAT HE HASN'T \ Nw} | MEANT IT. 
TAKEN HIS GAME | 

AS FAR AS IT 
CAN GO. 


owl O KEEP MY 
NOSE OUT 


HE SAID THAT OF ISUMI'S 

FROM HERE ON BUSINESS 

OUT, I'LL HAVE TO : 
WORK HARDER 


THAN | EVER HAVE 


SAS 


ANYWAY, That goes 
| THOUGHT for you too, 
| SHOULD Hikaru! 


TEACH YOU 
HOW TO BE 
A GAME 
RECORDER. 


| GUESS 
THEY DON'T 
ASK KIDS 
WHO'RE STILL 
GOING TO 
SCHOOL, 
THOUGH... 


BUT | ALREADY 
KNOW HOW TO 


STARTING 
WITH THE THIRD 
ROUND OF 
PRELIMINARY 
MATCHES, ALL 
THE MOVES ARE 
RECORDED BY 

AN OFFICIAL 
GAME 
RECORDER. 


YOU ALSO 
HAVE TO 
RECORD THE 
TIME. 


SEEr 
LIKE THIS! 


YOU HAVE TO 
RECORD HOW 
LONG EACH MOVE 
TOOK AND KEEP 
TRACK OF THE 
TOTAL TIME. 


THERE'S THE 
PERSON WHO 
COUNTS 
DOWN THE 
SECONDS IN 
OVERTIME, /~ 


I don’t know 
if you’re up 
to the task, 


IF YOU'RE RANKED 
BELOW 4-DAN, 
IT'LL TAKE ALL 

YOU'VE GOT JUST 

TO MAKE IT TOA 
SECOND-ROUND 


PRELIM MATCH! 


WHAT 
IF | KEEP 
WINNING? 
HOW 
ABOUT 


THEN, HUH? | 


“Senne a (il 


Is that correct? 
Will you have an 
opportunity to 
play a match 
against that 


IT TAKES 
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BEFORE ¥f || 
SOMEONE AT Wy 
YOURLEVEL § 
GETS TO 
FACE THE 
TOP 
PLAYERS. 


IF YOU KEEP 
WINNING, SURE... 
YOU'LL.GET TO THE 
TOP QUICKER. BUT 
YOU'VE GOT TO BE 
REALISTIC. 
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HON’INBO INTHE YOUNG ¥* 
GUY TOO! 
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about... 
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ARE SELECTED J RANKED 
FL BYTHELUCK /& PLAYER, SO 
YOU COULD 
PLAY HIM... 


IF YOU GET 


BUT I’M 
STILL IN THERE! | i ene 
'LL BE ABLE TO 
"LL BE ABLE TO \|TOLDYOU,\ | PLAY FOR REAL 
PLAY THEM YOU'RE AGAINST 
EVENTUALLY! YEARS ~ SHIRAKAWA 
gel Fee ‘ SENSEI AND 
By yes MORISHITA 
\ \ \ f SENSEI TOO! 
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now a part of 
this world of go 
players. 


That is correct, 
Hikaru. You are 


me to 


Will you no 
longer allow 
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48TH OZA TITLE MATCH 
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TEN MINUTES 
LEFT TILL 
GAME TIME... 
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GOOD 
MORNING, 
ZAMA 
SENSEI. 


GOOD 
MORNING. 
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THE KISE! TITLE 
MATCH SLIP FROM 
tilt, ~=~=+~YOURGRASP.. 
VE~ “wes SEEMS TO ME YOU 
MAYBE os 0000, SCHEDULE TOO 
YOU'RE “wed MANY GAMES AT 
RIGHT. tae ONCE. YOU'RE 
PERHAPS oe] STRETCHING 
FATIGUE DID ~ }\. YOURSELF TOO 
GET THE 2 \ THIN, 
BETTER OF _~@\ 
ME DURING reg iy i yen 
THE KISEI / Hl | NON 
TOURNA- | ise 
MENT... : \ \ 
ho 


CONGRAT- |’ 
ULATIONS, | “-*-G 
TOYA ; 
SENSEI. 


OH, BY THE 
a WAY... | DION’T 


GET A CHANCE 
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_?~—/| LATE YOUFOR 
os DEFENDING 
eel THE MEIJIN 

wis PW \ TITLE FOR THE 
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SIXTH TIME... 
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BUT YOU LET 


HOWEVER, 
I'M READY TO 
TAKE YOU ON 
TODAY-WELL 
RESTED IN 

BOTH MIND 

AND BODY! 


THE LAST 
GAME HE 
LOST WAS 
JUST 
BEFORE HE 
OFFICIALLY 
STARTED AS 
APRO... 
THAT GAME IN THE 
HELOSTTO SHINSHODAN 
you, ZAMA SERIES. 
SENSEI. 


HE'S 
WON 20 
4 STRAIGHT 


SO TODAY YOU'RE 
OUT TO AVENGE 
YOUR SON, 

IS THAT IT?! 

HA HA HA! 
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WAY 
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here ne KUWABARA 
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THE RESULTS 

OF THE PRO 


woos 


eae 
EVN 


Av MAN SAQA og 


Wik A 
i \ Ww i W 
\ \\\ 


<iit« 


WHO’S 
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I ACTUALLY, 
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bo RIGHT AT 

THIS SPOT. 


| GOT OUT OF THE 
ELEVATOR AND A 
GROUP OF INSEI 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


HE MAY BE 
PART OF 
THAT NEW 
WAVE 
OGATA WAS 
TALKING 


| SENSED 
SOMETHING 
EXTRAORDINARY 


EXTRAORDI- 
NARY? WELL, 
| LOOK 
FORWARD TO 
SEEING HIM 
PLAY THEN. 


| CAN'T 
WAIT, SAI! 


WHEN 
EVERY- 
THING 
STARTS. 
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HAIKU CONTEST WINNERS! 


TAIKYOKU- 
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SISHIN GA | KINOKO KAKI pasate 
OKITAYO MEGANE TO WERE SO 
SHINDO GO SEN KAKI MANY GREAT 
Sis ceiees sk es OCHI KANSEI Pilar SENNEN NO 
GAME FIRST DRAW A eT Wi INISHIE NO 
AN EARTHQUAKE MUSHROOM DIFFICULT WAZA 
SHOOK AND THEN DRAW TO PICK OUT 
RATTLED GLASSES AND 
sel cigatey WINNERS. IMA NI SAE 
SEISMIC SCALE THANK YOU 
OF FIVE THERE YOU HAVE ee 
ocul 
CMANNAMI A THOUSAND- 
SUZUKI CTADAYUKI SENDING IN YEAR-OLD 
HONMA? YOUR HAIKU! 


TALENT FROM THE 
ANCIENT PAST 


HERE IN THE PRESENT 
CYUMI TOYODAD 


Comment: Now | 
know how to draw 
Ochi! (Obata) 


Comment: Japan 
Meteorological 
Agency seismic 
intensity scale 


a a 


ONNA DATO 


Comment: Amazing! 
Makes Sai sound 


NIHONMA NI HIMITSU DAYO 


OMOTTEITA UTSU OTO TANSU NI really cool! (Hotta) 
NONI RIN TO IPPAI 
AH, SHOKKU TOUYA-KE NO SHIROI 
ASA SsuuTsu 


THOUGHT HE 
WAS A GIRL 


BUT I FOUND OUT 
THAT HE'S NOT 


AH, WHAT A BIG 
SHOCK! 


CATSUSHI MIYUKID 


JAPANESE-STYLE 
ROOM 


SOUNDS OF GO 
STONES BOLDLY 
PLAYED 


TOYA'S HOUSE, 
MORNING 


CRYOTA SATO) 


IT'S A BIG 
SECRET 


THERE HIDDEN IN 
HIS CLOSET 


A BUNCH OF 
WHITE SUITS 


CKARUKARODON) 
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Sa 
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Comment: Does 
it matter what 
gender he is? 

>laugh< (Obata) 


“> 


Comment: 

I'd like to see 
him in traditional 
Japanese clothes. 

(Hotta) 


Comment: 
Do they have rice 
and natto for 
breakfast? 


(Hotta) | 
P | 5 < 
f\ J : aa.” a —— 


* Due to the ambiguity in how to pronounce the characters for entrants’ names, some last 
names have been freely interpreted - Ed. note. 


WHADDAYA 
MEAN YOU 
CAME TO TELL 
US YOU MADE 
IT TO THE 
PROS?! 

WE ALREADY 
KNOW THAT! 


WHY DION’T 
YA COME 
SOONER?! 
AFTER ALL, 
YOU OWE IT 
ALL TO ME! 


WHY DO | 
OWE IT ALL 
TO YOU, 
MR. KAWAI?! 


Too IRA DESIGNED BY 


TAKESHI 


THE ONE THAT HIKARU WEARS! 
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HE CAME TO THAT KID 


PLAY HERE TOU NEVES PASSED THE 
iene MET SHINDO, PRO EXAM? 


EVERY DAY 
DURING HIS 
SUMMER 
BREAK. 


MR. 
KAWAI! © 


THE RESULTS OF 
THE PRO TEST 
WERE ANNOUNCED 
IN GO WEEKLY AFEW 

ISSUES BACK. 
AH, HERE IT IS... 


HMM... 
SHINDO 
HIKARU? 


WHEN YOU WIN YOUR 
FIRST TITLE MATCH, 
HERE’S WHAT YOU 
SAY—"EVERYTHING | 
AM TODAY, | OWE 
TO MR. KAWAI!” 


TITLE MATCH, 
EH? WHY DON’T 
IT'LL BE YOU BE LIKE 
FIVE FOR TOYA MEIJIN 
HIM SOON. AND SNAG FOUR 
TITLES. 


KEEPS HIS 
LEAD IN 
THE OZA 


SERIES, 
HE WILL. 


HE'S ALREADY 


HOW MANY 
MORE GAMES 
DOES HE 
HAVE TO WIN 
TO GET THE 
OZA TITLE? 


WON THE FIRST 
TWO GAMES. 
IT'S LOOKING 

PRETTY GOOD 
FOR HIM! 


SHAS 


BUT AT / 
THE SAME IT’S AFIVE- 
TIME, HE'S : GAME SERIES, 

DEFENDING 4 SO THREE 
HIS TENGEN : GAMES NABS 
TITLE. TOYA HIM THE TITLE. 
MEIJIN’S A 
BUSY MAN! 


— Doe ee ae | 3S) Guess THE 
REALLY | Ny > 
Reem ~~ 4 BOY'S STILL 
Sh GED) 7) GOT ALOT TO 
) a, 9 LEARN BEFORE 
| HE BECOMES A 
TITLE HOLDER 
HIMSELF. 


READ 
OVER 
THESE OLD 
ISSUES OF 
GO WEEKLY. 
THAT'LL 
TEACH YOU 
SOMETHING |{// 
ABOUT THE J. // 
WORLD OF / 
GO. Ss 
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DON'T 
YOU BE AN 


IT'S THE FIRST 
GAME OF THE 
OZA SERIES! 
AND HERE’S 
THE GAME 
RECORD! 


Hikaru, 22) HE'S 
PLAYING 
only partof == AGAINST 
THE REST 3 = 
recorded : HE MUST BE 


THE FIRST GAME 
OF THE TENGEN 
SERIES. 
TOYA MEIJIN IS 
THE TITLE HOLDER | 
ANDO ICHIRYU KISE! 
IS CHALLENGING 
HIM FORIT. 


AKIRA’S 
DAD IS ON 
at THIS ONE 


i \ TOO. 
3 Qy 
a 


| GUESS HE 
MUST BE 
PRETTY 
GOOD 
AFTERALL. 


HOME SIX 
STRAIGHT 


40 
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Don’t toss 


THIS IS " 
FROM 
AUGUST, A 

| WITH THE | Ege 
REST OF Ol s7 | 


| 
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\ t/ 


IT’S AKIRA! 


OH, AND ZAMA 
ITS:THE OZA'S 
SHINSHODAN STANDING 
SERIES. NEXT TO HIM. 


IT’S THAT 
GAME WE 
ALL 
WATCHED 
ON THE 
MONITOR! 


SNOWED 
THAT DAY. 
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UTED 
Ue: 
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I'M 
GETTING 


I 
PSYCHED! THE 


SHINSHODAN 
SERIES...| 
ALMOST 
FORGOT 

ABOUT IT. 


THIS |S THE 
GAME WHERE 
MY CAREER |S 

GOING TO 


=F EEL, 
é ey | iy ue LD 


AT THE 
BEGINNING 
OF THE NEW 


HK 


THANK YOU 
FOR 
GRANTING AN 
INTERVIEW 
SO EARLY IN 
THE YEAR. 


ISN'T THAT 
H | oRIGHT, 
Ms akizae 


WHAT WITH 
ACQUIRING 
YOUR FIFTH 


TITLE AND ALL, 


YOU'LL BOTH 
BE VERY BUSY 
THIS YEAR. 


Eee 


NY 

ene IT’S TOO BAD 
YOUR WINNING 

EXPECTING 

STREAK 

GREAT STOPPED AT 

THINGS FROM 
alle 26 GAMES AT 
UTH THE END OF 


YEAR. LAST YEAR. 


YOU 
MEAN THE 
SHINSHODAN 
SERIES? 


THAT SETS 
UP THE NEW 
ROOKIE 
PROS 
AGAINST 
THE TOP 
VETERANS... 


SHAS 


WE DION’T THINK 
WE SHOULD EVEN 
ASK YOU ABOUT 
IT THIS YEAR. 


IF | MAY, 


'DLIKETO | 


REQUEST 
A SPECIFIC 
COMPETI- 


BUT NOW 
HE'S 

FINALLY 

COME 


YOU WERE 
TOO BUSY TO 
PARTICIPATE 
LAST YEAROR 

THE YEAR 
BEFORE. 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


< 
) 7 


THAT 
BASICALLY 
SHUTS 
DOWN MY 
COUNTER- 
ATTACK. 


EXPRES- fAL\\ 
SIONON f/f" 
YOUR ff 

FACE 
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| KNOW YOU | | 
CAN'T READ Wee i BY THE WAY, IF | 
THEM IF THEY Nee DON'T CLEAN uP 
AREN'T SPREAD ii ‘ THESE NEWSPAPERS, 
OUT LIKE THIS, | MY MOMS GONNA 
a | 


KILL ME. 


EN’ I’ve already 

“SY memorized 
that man’s 

garnes—the 

ones 

. recorded on 


_ SHINDO 
__ | RESIDENCE. 


That’s fine. 
You may 
gather 
them 


YA HANA\\\WW 


OH, THAT'S 
RIGHT. 
MOM'sS 

OUT 

SHOPPING. 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


THE 
SHINSHODAN 
SERIES? 


RIGHT. SO 
WHO WILL | BE 
PLAYING? 


YOU 
KNOW-IN 
THE 
SHIN- 
SHODAN 
SERIES. 


WONDER 
IF AKIRA 
WILL 
WATCH. 


H ikaru. oe 3 


SHOW HIM HOW 


GOTTEN TO GE! 


REMEM- 
BER LAST 
YEAR? WE 
WATCHED 
TOYA PLAY 
ZAMA 
OZA. 


HE'LL.BE 


THERE 
FOR 
SURE! 
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TS Howey 


SOME MORE 
ENTRIES 
THAT WE 
ENJOYED! 
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AKIRA’S GOING TO BE 
WATCHING! AND WAYA DON’T BE 
AND OCHI TOO. | 
THE GAME WILL EVEN RIDICULOUS: 4), 
BE IN GO WEEKLY! I, 


IF YOU PLAY, LAN \ \ \ \\ AND BESIDES, 

YOU'LL WIN LAN \ IN THE SHINSHODAN 

FOR SURE. / AN AY |\ SERIES, BLACK 
WE BOTH KNOW — VS ES\\ fi GETS AHANDICAP 


4 OF 5 |/2 POINTS IN 
HOW STRONG 
YOU ARE. P ! REVERSE KOMI. 


ANO I'LL 
HAVE TO 
COVER UP 
FOR YOU 
AND ALL. 


a ; \ 2 what? 


Wo 


IT’S NOT Lf Aly W\ 


THAT SIMPLE. r a\ } 


’M THE ONE 
WHO HAS TO 
DEAL WITH 
PUTTING ON 
AN ACT FOR 
YOu. 


will you ever 
let me play 


WHAT'S 
Al GOTTEN 
AFTER | DIE, YOU'LL ff INTO YOU? 
BE BOUND TO : iz | THOUGHT... 
SOMEBODY ELSE. i aa 
YOU'LL HAVE PLENTY | mt | / YOUTOLD ME 
OF OTHER CHANCES i YOU'VE GOT ALL 
TO PLAY. 4 WSs PWR OF ETERNITY ON 
ISN’T THAT WHAT \-1 -F7/ \\ YOUR SIDE, SO 
YOU TOLD ME? i ae YOU'RE NOT IN 
ANY RUSH TO 


OF COURSE IT |S! 
| WAS ONLY THE 
SECOND PERSON , 
YOU ATTACHED 
YOURSELF TO. 
SO THERE'LL BE A 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


You don’t know 


IS THAT Vf \\* that for sure, 
WHAT THIS / fit. “\\\\ , Hikarul 
IS ALL | a = I’m starting to 
ABOUT? : EE worry about how 
A much longer I’ll 
be able to stay 
in this world... 


HAVE THE rr. Ih | WELL, ANYWAY, 
NEXT GUY (A\\ RN | / | THINGS GET TOO 
LET YOU PLAY Loa, | COMPLICATED 
ALL THE | WY Aa WHEN YOU PLAY... 
GAMES YOU a F SO JUST FORGET 
WANT. a, a ' ABOUT IT. 


Does 
this 
mean 
you will ft = 
never | 
allow me NN} 
to play? a: 
again?! f 


ae 

~~ Ng 

ws KS 
CK 


WS 


SCHEDULE | 
GENERAL ADMISSION PLAYING HALL 2ND FLOOR 
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READ 
THIS 
WAY 
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eR 


fsa iseecel 


| | 
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IF IT 
ISN'T 
YOUNG 
OGATA. 


WHEN WAS THE LAST 
TIME | SAW YOU FACE- 
TO-FACE LIKE THIS? 
THE HON’INBO MATCH? 
THAT SEVENTH GAME 

SURE WAS FUN! 


HEH HEH HEH! 


SHAS 


HEARD YOU'VE 
YOU TAUGHT BEEN 
flea KURATA A DOING 
oy ae THING OR TWO QUITE 
vO Feel THEOTHER , WELL 


ABITOFA i 
SLUMP. §— 


Z LATELY. 


BUT THE 
HON’INBO 
TITLE TLL 


WON'T GIVE 
THATUPTO HUNGER. 


SO WHAT 


THAN THAT Wa | | BRINGS 
TASTELESS NON” THE ILLUS- 
canopy /- TRIOUS 
CIGARETTE KUWABARA kh 
YOU HAVE HON'INBO 
THERE HERE 


TODAY? 


WELL, | 
COULD ASK 


/ SM LA oa at 


DA 


SO WHAT IF TOYA 
MEIJIN’S PLAYING? TODAY'S 
THERE’S REALLY JUSTA 
NO NEED FOR MATCH IN 
SOMEONE OF THE 
YOUR CALIBER TO SHINSHODAN 
COME WATCH THE SERIES. 
GAME, OGATA. 


WHICH MUST 
SO MEAN THAT YOU 
SUSPECT THAT 
esi LITTLE BRAT IS 
ABOUT 
SHINDO. ONE OF THE 
NEW WAVE OF 
HAVE YOU 
SEEN HIM PLAY PLAYERS TO 
‘ WATCH OUT 


BEFORE? 


mmm FOR. IS THAT 
IT? 


———— Ne 


SHINDO'S 
PLAYING IN THE 
FIRST GAME, AND 
YOU'RE PLAYING 
NEXT WEEK, OCHI. 
YOU GUYS ARE 
SO LUCKY! 


VZ 
TF 


L 
= 


| JUST TOOK ONE 
LOOK AT THE KID 
ANO | KNEW IT. 
HAH! MY SIXTH 
SENSE IS REALLY 
SOMETHING ELSE! 
HEH HEH. 


AHA! 
SOI'M 
RIGHT ON 
TARGET! 


JUST 
PASSED YOU 
IN THE HALL?! 

THAT’S 
RIDICULOUS! 


| CAN’T 
WAIT TO 
PLAY TOO! 


9?-DAN AND 
KUWABARA 


\N . 


N 
rw 


e me 

: : 

a . 
' ‘CAUSE ‘ei WHY WOULD 
: THEY'RE * TWO TOP 
f= CURIOUS i PLAYERS LIKE 
: ABOUT THEM COME 
* SHINDO. TO WATCH THE 

*, SHINSHODAN 


SERIES? 


AND 
SHINDO 


Za /f 


MEIJIN’S 


ACTUALLY 
TOYA GOT 
MEIJIN’S | | INVITED TO ‘ SHINDO IN 
STUDY ATTEND \\ THE YOUNG 
GROUP? TOYA | 


U 


* 
% 
an 
ca 3\ « 
A SS ess 
ESS LX 


GUESS 
SHINDO BUT 
MUST'VE | DON’T 

CAUGHT HIS KNOW 
ATTENTION | | WHAT THE 
DEAL |S 
WITH 
KUWABARA 
SENSEI... 


. 
. 
. 
2 
a 
a 
a 
2 
v 
et 
a, 


WHAT IS 
IT WITH 
SHINDO? 


HE GOT TO 
BE APRO 
WITH US... 
HE’S OUR 

RIVAL... AND 
HE’S OUR 

FRIEND! 


. 

Pr ad 

2u. 
"ee, 


HE WAS 
ALREADY 
PLANNING TO 
COME TO MY 

SENSEI'S 


BUT 
SHINDO 
SAID NO. 


YOU KNOW 
AKIRA TOYA?! 


YES. YOU'RE 
TOYA'S 
PLEASED MEIJIN SON, 
TO MEET AREN’T YOU? 
YOU. 
I'M AKIRA 


TOYA. 


ARE YOU 
CURIOUS 
ABOUT 
SHINDO 
TOO? 


DOESN'T 
THAT THAT MEANS THE 
BEAT MEIJIN MUST BE 
ALL?! ° TOO! HAH! 
as THAT LITTLE 
BRAT'S EVEN GOT 
THE ATTENTION 
OF THE MEIJIN 
WITH HIS FIVE 
TITLES AND 
EVERYTHING! 


KUWABARA 
SENSEI... 


WHAT DO WTI WM\\\\ 1 THIS OUGHTA 
YOUSAY, | f/if///, | \\\\\\\\ 4 BE QUITEA 


CARE TO 
PUT A SMALL 
WAGER ON 
THE GAME? 


AKIRA'S 
HERE TO 
WATCH THE 
GAME 
TODAY. 


| KNOW AKIRA 
IS QUITE 
INTRIGUED 
BY YOU AND 
YOUR GAME. 


| ACTUALLY 


BUT HE’S 
REQUESTED NOT ALONE. 
THAT YOU BE BOTH OGATA 
MY OPPONENT ANDO | ARE 
IN TODAY'S CURIOUS 


MATCH. ABOUT YOU. 


Cig 


SHOW 
ME HOW 
STRONG 

YOUR 
GAME |S. 


NOW I'LL 


| TOOK A 
ACTUALLY | 
BEPLaYING Wl PEEKAT THIS 


ROOM LAST 
tals YEAR WITH 
WAYA. 


9 


ime 


is T 


ikaru Takes H 


Ley 


‘Garne}100) 


= 
eae 
oe 


| 
da 
oe 
igs ri Y 


ey. 


easy 


AG 


“ne 


A 
WAGER, 


QUITE YOU 
TEMPTING... SAY? 


| /THEKIO'SGOT 


AS I/2POINT 
REVERSE KOMI 


HE'S UP AGAINST] | 


5 TOYA KOYO, THE 


MELIJIN TITLE 
HOLDER. IT'LL 
BE A TOUGH 
GAME FOR 


fA 
=e WAGER?! 


| 
HIGHLY \ aw 


a 


UNLESS, OF 
COURSE, THE 
MEIJIN JUST 
CONSIDERS 
THIS MATCH 
AN EXERCISE 
AND LETS THE 
KID WIN. 


yy 


HAH! / x 
| DON’T PLACE | GOING / So. 
ABET UNLESS AN WHO 
THERE'S A \ | | ARE YOU 
CHANCE OF A AEA ) BETTING 
A PAYOFF. WS SF 


A} 


= 


bess 
= be 


OR ARE YOU 
SAYING YOU 
WANT TO PUT 
YOUR MONEY 


| STUDY 
UNDER 
THE 


THAT HE MELJIN... 


WILL WIN. 


ry 


") 


READ 
THISCK 
WAY 
HE GOT TO i 

BE APRO WITH 

US... HE'S OUR 
RIVAL... AND HE’S 


OUR FRIEND! gf 


1 
1 
I 
t 

4 


HE'S PLAYING A 
MATCH AGAINST MY 
FATHER, AND OGATA 

AND KUWABARA 

SENSE! HAVE BOTH 
TAKEN AN INTEREST 
IN THE GAME. 


SHOW 
ME HOW 
STRONG 

YOUR 
GAME |S, 
SHINDO! 


WHAT IS 
IT WITH 
SHINDO? 


wanted to 
sit there 
for a little 


DARN IT, 
SAI. DON’T 
GET ALL 
SULKY ON 


BUT WHAT | UNDERSTAND 
CANI-e 9, a OG | HOW YOU FEEL, 


CHANCE LIKE 
THIS PROBABLY 
WON'T EVER 


YOU'LL WIN 
FOR SURE, | SAY AS 1/2 POINT 
AND THEN wt : MAR REVERSE 
PEOPLE WILL 1} TK KOMI |S TOO 
EXPECT ME TO MUCH OF AN 
LIVE UP TO ADVANTAGE 


FOR YOU. 


CHANGE 
HOW YOU 
PLAY... 


S &. 
Ce —. ne <-> 


SAY, SOMETHING | 
LIKE IS POINTS, ® a \ IN THIS 
THEN YOU ’ GAME, TOYA 
WOULON’T BE ABLE || ae \ MEIJIN IS 


TO PLAY YOUR | WHITE, AND 
REGULAR GAME. NN mt HE’S TAKING 

WE MIGHT BE | HANDICAP... ASi/2 

ABLE TO GET POINT 


AWAY WITHIT... Ss HANDICAP. 


THAT? 


Y WAT a 9 | | 


AND DON'T 
FORGET 
WHO YOUR 
OPPONENT 
IS. HE’LL 
DESTROY 
YOU. 


MATCH 
LIKE 


THE NEW PRO WILL 
TAKE BLACK WITH 
A REVERSE KOMI 

OF $ |/2 POINTS. 

EACH PLAYER WILL 

HAVE TWO HOURS 
OF GAME TIME. 


I’ll play as 
if I have a 
15-point 
handicap! 


DO YOU REALIZE 
WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING, SAI? 

YOU HAVE THE FIRST 
MOVE, BUT OVER- 
COMING A I5-POINT 
HANDICAP WILL 

REALLY CHANGE 
YOUR GAME. 


TIME TO 


AFTER A \ 
WY raver VY 
y USES UP HIS 
GAME TIME, 
HE WILL 
HAVE ONE 
MINUTE TO 
COMPLETE 
EACH MOVE 
IN OVER- 
\. TIME. 


READ 
< THIS 
\ WAY 


ONEGAI- 
SHIMASU. 


IF YOU'RE 
SURE 
YOU'RE 
ALL RIGHT 
ONEGAI- WITH THAT 


SHIMASU. f&S HANDI- 


HOW ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO PLAY THIS 


bape 
EEE ES EE TC ee 
EAS GENRE WR WRN Sa Sk 
Ea a ee 
VE WE WG BR 


READ 
< THIS 
N way 


Lj Uf } ; IT'S BEEN 

fy Aff 20 MINUTES 
MAW © STARTED, 

Wy) yh | eer? || ALREADY. 


THE BRAT 
SURE |S 
INTENSE. 


i 
i 


ORISHE JUST 
‘ SRA! Too NERVOUS 
BANE ey <} 0 TO PICKUP A 
pcre MeN WW STONE?! 
ON HIS Lr 
FIRST 7 
MOVE | Jd 
LONG 4 | 
BEFORE @ | HYAH HAHA! 
THE GAME 
STARTED. 


<a 


WHAT 
IS HE 
THINKING? 


IT'S FOOLISH (2S il 3. W) 
TO WASTE Hf [Ne fy if \ \ PLAYER 
20 MINUTES A\ ~ jy) Nites 
LIKE THIS! ¥ "\ \ } 
UO / TWO 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


* 


YEAH, 
FOOLISH! 


ad 
Senet 


a 
a 
a 
i 
i 
i 
i | 
1 | 
s 
2 


HE MUST 
BE UP TO 
SOMETHING. 


‘CAUSE HE’S 
NO ORDINARY 
PLAYER. 


HYAH HAH! 


SHINDO... 


I know how \} | Ph\\ We eee | must 
futile that ities We EE We = (Deat him 
‘ A BKC lg iy ; byover 

15 
points. 


| i | 
Under nora) AVA 
a ee | i AT Tay’ «© My opponent 
a gametagainst, jf Yes iaar is no random 


an opponent such} \} player at a 
as this would] \ go salon. 


surely be decided | ‘N 
by half a'point. | 
\t | 
A! 


His 
presence 
before the 
board is as 
it was 
_ before... 


I must 
overwhelm my 
opponent or be 
completely 
overwhelmed 
myself. 


(Wey 


i he 10 


th 


right star 
point! 


| DON'T THINK 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT 
HAS EVER 
HAPPENED 


AND IT DION’T 
LOOK LIKE 
SHINDO WAS 
PARTICULARLY 
AKIRA TOYA NERVOUS. 
HAS ARRIVED. 
LET’S GET 
HIS TAKE ON 


OGATA 


AN ; SS aX 
WM RESSESS 


\ < 


es 


SHINDO 

CERTAINLY 
JUST SURPRISED 
FORHIS US-TAKING UP 


SO 
LST — eS 
; = 


See \\ | biountl? if 
ee — \ 


> i ean 
F SSH AHN : x 
lo. ay 
\\k ; en 


py’ 


KUWABARA 
SENSEI |S 
HERE TOO?! 


kK 


SURE ATE 
UP ALOT 
OF TIME, EH, 
AMANO? IT'S 

NOT AS IF THE 
START OF 

THE GAME 


ASA 


| KNEW THE 
KID WAS 
SOMEBODY 
SPECIAL WHEN 
HE WALKED 
BY ME THE ye 
OTHER DAY. 2 4<h 


ine 
ROS 4 


OGATA... KEEP 
UNDERESTIMATING |} 
MY INTUITION AND Jf 


YOU'LL NEVER COULD TELL 


WITHOUT 
SEEING HIM 


AND THEN 
THERE’S TOYA 


THIS SERIES. 


SHINDO 
SEEMS TO 


MEIJIN... HE HAVE PIQUED 
SPECIFICALLY YOUR 
REQUESTED INTEREST 
SHINDO FOR HIS TOO, OGATA 
OPPONENT IN SENSEI. 


KUWABARA 
SENSEI, ARE 
YOU HERE 
TO WATCH 
SHINDO 


WHATEVER 
IT WAS, SHINDO 
MUST HAVE DONE 
SOMETHING 
TO CATCH YOUR 
ATTENTION. 


HE RE- 
QUESTED 


RIVAL? 


WAYA, ) 
WHAT'S { 


MUST BE 
BECAUSE AKIRA 
CONSIDERS 
SHINDO A RIVAL 
OF SORTS... 


HE'S LIKE iH AKIRA’S GOT 
ME-GOT A | 

in| NOTHING TO 

HEALTHY || . : 
, DO WITHIT. 
SIXTH SENSE 
ll 7) TOYA MEIJIN IS 
WORKING | V7 | ; 
ee /) AT \\ INTRIGUED BY 
| TANS THE KID. 


SHINDO’S 
ATTACKING! 
WHY WOULD HE 
DO THAT THIS 
EARLY--?! 


r Fy, 
2 


wt 


Cap the 
white stone. \ 


wh | 


I must draw my 
opponent into a 
complex battle 
to turn this into 
a contest of 
\ reading the 


intentionally 
leave openings 
that will 
tempt him to — 
attack. 


= LAT \W\\\ WE Black will 
fe finda 
ff way out! 


He’s being 
exceedingly 


However... 


14 


} 


‘, 


playing as 


iy ff 


I must 
venture all. 


«tite 


THIS IS 
HE'S BEYOND Ae ll 
JUST AGGRESSIVE.. BOING? 
PLAYING 
RECK- 
LESSLY. 


SHINDO |S 


LS FARFROM 
f OVER- 
BEING YOUR | My PLAYING. 


AA ih hy) 
: 


AFTER THIS 
STONE GETS 
TAKEN, IT’S ALL 
OVER FOR 
BLACK, RIGHT? 


THAT'S 
QUITE A 
TEMPTING 


FATHER 
WON'T 
DO IT. 


ae IN a THE MEIJIN 

WHAT DO | AN \\\\\\ u PROBABLY 
YOU THINK, a | WN THOUGHT IT 
| \\\ yp et ‘MM, =WOULON’T BE 
NM, APPROPRIATE 

B) TOENO THE 

' GAME SO 

EASILY. 


BLACK 
HAH! “a \ \ CERTAINLY 
ITSHIS Ly \l ZK IS IN ABAD 
INTUITION. ZES aes SPOT... BUT 
a | | CAN'T TELL 
E ee : WHAT TOYA 
aie x MEIJIN IS 


THINKING. 


SHAS 


S555 | 
ores S =e Sei 


oa 


, <| 
BS<SKOSESY 


’ 
a; 
; 
\\ 


< 
ai 


v 
\ 
i 


Y 


oS 


HINA 
HIN i IL 
THIS AI ser BUT IF IT LOOKS 
COULD 1 SP a) A) | | READ ASIF 
END UP \ ~~ —"'} ~ 4 FURTHER BLACK 
BEING \\ AHEAC.... WILL 
RATHER KV y | tA | | CRUMBLE 
TRICKY. \~ A HERE. 
{ \ \\ l 4 
fl i! uf \\ ( 


— | BETTER 
__| NOT RESPOND 
: TO MY 
=\ OPPONENT'S 
\ INVITATION. 


HIS GAME 
| APPEARS TO 
BE ROUGH 
AND 
RECKLESS... 


CONSIDERATION 


IS GOING INTO). 
EACH MOVE] 


THIS CHILD 
ONLY JUST 
TURNED PRO. 
HE’S |¢ YEARS 


_ = SIG 
INTENSITY. 


ke 7 ITLOOKS LIKE THE EXCHANGE 
== SHINDO WENT UP THAT STARTED IN 
AGAINST WHITE ONE SECTION 
ALL OVER THE HAS SPREAD 
HE'S IN AN BOARD INORDER & THROUGHOUT ~ 
EXTREMELY Tocompvicate /\ THEENTIRE fey Vi) 
DIFFICULT — 
SPOT. re 


: BOARD. o< — 
THE SITUATION. _ | yene, 


THE TENDENCY 
TOWARD 
RECKLESSNESS 
IS THE 
PREROGATIVE 


BUT THIS IS 


WE ALL KNOW 
WHAT'S GOING 
TO HAPPEN. 
BLACK |S 
COMPLETELY 


RIDICULOUS. OF YOUTH... 


AND AGAINST 
TOYA MELJIN, 
NO LESS! 


OVERWHELMED. 


SHINDO... 


SHAS 


THERE-HE 
RESIGNED! 


IT COMES 
TO AN END WITH 
NO SURPRISES. 

SHINDO WILL 
PROBABLY TAKE 
THIS PRETTY 


WELL... THE 
ANALYSIS 
WILL START 


= 
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NOT AT ALL. 
THIS WAS QUITE 
AN INTRIGUING 


SO ACCLAIM 
FOR SHINDO 
MUST BE 
POSTPONED. 


IF THEY WERE 
TO PLAY AGAIN, 
'0 STILL PUT 
MY MONEY ON 
THE KIO. 


wlF SHINDO 


DELIBERATELY 
GAVE HIMSELF A 
HUGE HANDICAP, 
THE WAY HE PLAYED 
THE GAME MAKES 
PERFECT SENSE. 


KUWABARA 
SENSEI... 


WONDERING 
ABOUT THIS 
WELL, MATCH, 
IT EH? 
SEEMS 
TO ME 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


SHINDO GAVE 
HIMSELF A 
HANDICAP? 


AGAINST 
MY 
FATHER?! 


WHY HE WOULD 


CERTAINLY DO SUCH A 
IS AN THING IS 
INTERESTING BEYOND ME! 


FELLOW. 


| WOULD'VE 
PREFERRED A 

GAME WITHOUT 

AHANDICAP. 


BUT YOU | CAN'T 
CANNOT FATHOM 
HIDE WHAT WHY YOU 
LIES WOULD 


BENEATH PLAY LIKE 


IT. 


I'M LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 


ee 


NOT ONLY DIO HE SEE 


THROUGH OUR RUSE 
OF GIVING OURSELVES 


A HANDICAP... 


BUT HE ALSO 
SENSED SAI’S 
TRUE STRENGTH. 


THROUGHOUT 
THE GAME, | FELT IN 
YOU AN INTENSITY 
CHARACTERISTIC 
OF THE MOST 
SEASONED 
VETERANS. 


NEXT TIME, 
WE'LL PLAY 
AN EVEN 
MATCH... 


a 


Pr 


Yes... 
Someday... 


| A 


7% 


a 


» 
yy 


> of 


EVERYBODY. 


HE GAVE 
HIMSELF A 
HANDICAP?! 


THAT SHINDO 
CERTAINLY 
IS AN 
INTERESTING 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


| PLAYED HIM 
TWO YEARS 
AGO... 


AND HE WAS 
SO STRONG 


WNL 

h te. aes gt THAT | FELT 
ee aEeee LIKE | WAS 
Sat PLAYING 


AGAINST My | & 
» FATHER. 


BUT THEN, HALF 
A YEAR LATER, 
| PLAYED HIM AGAIN, 
AND HIS GAME WAS 
SO WEAK IT WAS 
LIKE PLAYING A 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON. 


HAVE ANY 
INTENTION 
OF CONSID- 


ERING \ Q\ 
SOMEONE NAW \ 
SOWEAK Pf 

ASA 


RIVAL... () oa 
LTE 


ES 
Ss 


HE TOLD 
Me... 


SOMEDAY, et) ASA AN IF YOUKEEP 
THE REALME — mii] ke DSA CHASING 
ISGOINGTO  =—«- aw ih FB ARR “AFTER SOME 
CATCHUPTO —-=eins |S | SNOANSRC 6 ILLUSIONOF 
YOU! AY ONS ON ge ME.. 


wAFTER THE NEXT 

PLAYING MY TIME | SAW 
FATHER IN HIM, HE’D 
THE SPECIAL BECOME 
YUGEN NO MA AN INSEl. 


ROOM! 


| Ld 
oh ar a 
] GAME IN | 


| M 

| PROGRESS 
ia 
| ose. | 


TOYA... UH... 
WHAT'S 
YOUR FIRST 
NAME 
AGAIN? 


ae | 


HAVE TO 
REMEMBER 


CTR 
Pot 


Ni 


ETA 


ht 


| 
Py) 
a 


4 
= 


Ly XY] 
aa 
ams 


KS] 
KZ 


Nau 
Oy ali 
Ty 
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a= | 


ww 
> 


re 


| GUESS THAT 
MEANS YOU 
LED HIM TO 
THE WORLD OF 


ae 
ee 


WHAT'S UP 
WITH 
SHINDO? 


HE JUST 
CLAMMED UP AND 
WON'T TALK TO 
ANYBODY 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 
IN THERE? 


acy 
“OS5 
2DOow 
See see 
FOX Os 
is oS 

QO3 
Opehy 
—Yu vg 


PLAYING 
RECKLESSLY... 


SOMETHING. 
HE KNEW YOU 


BUT STILL, TOYA’S 
FATHER IS REALLY 
WEREN'T JUST 


OF COURSE, 


| WONDER | LN \WSQ\\ IY | KNOW WHAT 
IF THAT'S : jf56 YOU REALLY 

POSSIBLE... \ \\ Wg WANT 1S TO 
PLAY AN EVEN 


MATCH AGAINST 
HIM, SAI. 


YY 


WELL, MAYBE 
SOMEDAY 
WE'LL BE 

ABLE TO DO 

SOMETHING 


We 


NW 


YOU KNOW 
| CAN'T 
GIVE YOU A 
DEFINITE 


if, / g THIS SHOULD'VE 
BUT YOU [ // \ / BEEN AN 
RUINED WA \ \ | IMPORTANT 
EVERYTHING () GAME FOR ME, 
BY BEING SO (a? \ YOU KNOW! 
SELFISH! —\ 


< 


HI 


WAY 


Mon 


| GUESS IT'S 
JUST YOUR 
BAD LUCK 
THAT YOU 
CAME INTO MY 
CONSCIOUS- 
NESS. 


WHY DIDN'T 
oe WAS HE PLAY HIS eaiee HIM 
TRYING TO OWN ‘TORAJIRO,”* 


BECOME A 
meee GAMES? RIGHT? 
RIGHT? 


manne 


| BET YOU WERE 
ALOT HAPPIER 
WITH SHUSAKU. 
HE LET YOU PLAY 
ALL YOU WANTED, 
DIDN'T HE?! 


my fault! 


ZT) 


S f / | | A 
\Y Ane 
| | N \ 
V SSS" When I found myself 
S back in this world, 
I panicked. I didn’t 
know I would ever 
: have another chance. 
= I pleaded with Torajiro 
to not let this 
opportunity pass 
\ me by. I was 
selfish... 


~ {| COULD 
\VL IT BE THAT 


“a 

BECAUSE ‘if 
OF yOu? | Ae 
ew 7 


Torajiro was a kind 


and generous soul. LN nS a 
There was an ~ Dai SS No! 
epidemic, and he 11 | Ee It s not 

helped the sick 4 ne ar 
people around him. [ZB a 
He was fully aware ZA 

of the danger. / £4 


Oy ii 


SHAS 


] 3 S= And 
oF = that’s 
‘ ? : : how he... 


\ 
\ 

¥  Torajiro 
was an 
intelligent = 
andcom- = 


person « 


Z 
ly 
7} 


i. wl 


EXCUSE ME 
FOR BEING 


SO MEAN 
ANO OUMB! A-§ 


Hikaru keeps 
improving, 
and I arn 
unable to 


play. 


1 
g 
i 
f 
{ 


inside Hikaru’s—— 
—__ eonsciousness? 


What purpose“ 


——~do I serve 


HOW ‘BOUT 
| TAKE YOU 
SOMEWHERE 
TO CHEER 
YOU UP? 
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KAT “NY 


a 


i 
PF a7 OBI 225") 


MATEU 


Loi 
¥ 


THOSE PEOPLE 
ARE PLAYING 
GO ON 
COMPUTERS! 


Hikaru! 
Let’s go 


THERE'SNO || ITTOOKA 

| GUESS WAY THAT GAME}! wHILE TO 
| MESSED HE PLAYED WITH] | GET HERE, 
TOYA MEIJIN BUT IT WAS 


COULD HAVE 
; BEEN 
\ SATISFYING... 


THERE'S 
SO MUCH 
STUFF GOING 
ON-LECTURES, 
TEACHING 
GAMES, ANO... 


GISTRATION 


‘| SHOWED UP, 
EVEN 
THOUGH IT’S 


WORTH IT. 


| FOUND OUT 

ABOUT THIS 
EVENT IN 

GO WEEKLY. 


LIKE 
THIS |S 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


OCHI AND 
WAYA BOTH 
TORE MY 
GAME APART, 
SO I'M GOING 
TO GET 
REVENGE! 


swear I’ll only 
ask hin to let 


HEY, SAI! 
LET'S GO 
WATCH OCHI'S 
SHINSHODAN 
GAME NEXT 
WEEK, OKAY? / / 


He’s right Hikaru’s 
about my trying to 
being selfish. make me 
Feel 
better... 


been importan 
i. fOr his} 
developrnen 


Oh, I can’t | 
promise 


| HAVEN'T 
SOLD THAT 
BOARD YET, 


BUT | DID 
SELL THREE 


THANK YOU 
VERY 
MUCH-THAT'LL 
BE ¥1500." 


STOP SELLING 
THOSE CHEAP 
SENSU FANS AND 
WORK ON 
MOVING THOSE 
PRICEY GO 


. BOARDS OF , 
OTHERS. : 


THIS TYPE 
HERE-REAL 
KAYA 
WOOD FOR 
¥200,000!" 


REAL KAYA, EH? 
WELL, | SUPPOSE 
YOU COULD FOOL 
AN AMATEUR 
WITH THOSE. 
WHAT'S THAT 
RETAIL FOR NOR- 
MALLY-ABOUT 
¥80,0007* 


YOU JUST 
WRITE 
“ON SALE”... 


, Jil 


**about $1,700 


DONTBE ff \ SENSEI, YOU 
SILLY..!MA WIA MIGHT HAVE 
PROFESSIONAL \AIN\ Wy Wee, = MOREOF A 
GOPLAYER. AYN ue * TALENT FOR 
N | ; BUSINESS 

THAN ME! 


DON’T FORGET-I'M 
ee ae THE ONLY REASON 
oe THEY LET YOU IN HERE. 
eet YOU BETTER WORK = 
HARD AND MAKEIT 9 f= a 


COVERED. a WORTH MY WHILE! _~ 


(3 


lex 


THISISA 

MANGA 
ABOUT A 
BORING 


Hotta 
Sensei S 


autogrerhl 


QNYHH/ 


SV 


USED TO BE 


IN JUMP. 


£\S =| eases 


SICHAN 6? 


id : . 


ee 


Care 103 ques Forgery” 


ie 4 
} / / : i "| ! A\ | 
[ ( | \ 
| | 


ss EVERYONE \ 

MERWE) ) AT THIS EVENT 

a __| OPEN GAMES IS PRETTY 
i et WEAK. 


All those stones 
are in atari! 
His next move 


7 if HMM... 
is obvious. 


IT’SA 
NO-BRAINER! 


Ser) 
=a 


SX 
Ws 
Xz 
Vy 
Av 
1, 
SSX) 
KX 


Co = 


SIG, 


LAN 
¢ 
Ly 
eS) 


7 
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ye 
Se 
Sof 


+ Ml! l// 


Argh! 
GUESS S He missed 
THOSE = it! He made 
a completely 
different 


STONES ARE 


YOURSELF! 
CONNECT ~< ge 
THAT GROUP! ff 


TE 


you WOULD This is more 
CAN You | intense than 
sig ae watching a 


professional 


THEY'RE 
SELLING ‘ he 
STUFF Just told 
OVER myself ye 
Iw Idn‘ ’ 
THERE. ouldn't.. Fie 


LET'S GO 
TAKE A 
LOOK! 


Ae 
fd \, \) 


“ =a ( 


Cc 
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THOSE BOWLS eee | 
ARE MADE OF Mii i, Cc 
KAYA, AND THE 

PRICE IS... 


OH... THEY'RE 
f/ || | \\ / Se ONLY SELLING 
\S | A / \\Y GO STUFF. 


\N 
rn 
and 


READ 
ASA 
LN 
oN | | 


'LL BE 
WAITING! 


I'D LIKE 
TO HAVE A 
NICE ONE 
SOMEDAY. 


THIS ONE 


THEY SAY 


HERE |S . 
¥200,000 AND Oe 
MORE 
4 THAT ONE |S QUICKLY IF 
v. -¥250,000. 4 YOU STUDY 
ON AHIGH- 
, QUALITY 


BOARD. / 


BOTH ARE MADE 
FROM THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY KAYA. 
AND YOU WON'T 
GET ABETTER DEAL 
THAN TODAY'S 


SALE PRICE. 


“ Kaya is a type of 

wood used for go 

is boards. Torajiro’s 

katsura ive fs AY \e board was made 

wood, er |) SSR \\ AE out of kaya! 
GU 7, \ TRAN \ Your grandfather's 
ii! PS | || board is made out 
\ y of kaya, too. 


CSS 


WM 


— 


Wi 


~ x 


= 


————S>=__=__ = 


WHAT'S ALL 
THE FUSS 
ABOUT OVER 


=— —= wo fe 7 


TALKING 


| NONSENSE, t 


This isn’t 
kaya—it’s 
some other 


YOU LITTLE 
BRAT! STOP 


HANDLING THE © // 
MERCHANDISE! ( \ 


positive! 
The sound is 
duller than it 
would be if it 

were kaya! 


WHAT'S =! WHAT'S 
THIS ALL GOING ON 


\/ UH, NOT REALLY... \ 
YEAH, THIS KID JUST ia p 
BUT... | OROPPED A STONE 


I IS THERE A 
PROBLEM? 


Da FEL \ 
PASS ON THAT'S 
THE ENOUGH 
BOARD J OUTTA 
FOR NOW. = 


| THINK 
LL WAIT 

UNTIL | 
CAN PLAY S 
ALITTLE c 
BETTER. wean 


ee mace oF UMMM” 
(once panes 7. THE 
UP WHEN YOU PUT 2 pris 
.| BITING 
TODAY. 


N 


rw 


SO DON'T 
DO THAT 


HON'INBO 
SHUSAKU'’S 


THIS |S 
FOR SALE?! 
FOR 
¥6,000,0007!" 


| ACQUIRED 
THAT JUST 
RECENTLY 
FROM AN 
ANTIQUE 
SHOP. 


IT WAS USED 


«ie 


BY SHUSAKU 
WERE YOU Ly yea 
GUYS EVER IN AD A 
TEACHING GO 


IN TAKAMATSU. 


DURING 
THAT TIME, 
SHUSAKU 
SENSEI WAS 
ASKED TO 
SIGN THAT 


THAT VERY 
BOARD! 


Ch SES 


Gy SAY 


ot 
~ 


eS 


ge 


le: 


Mee 


AND IF YOU BUY 


TODAY, I'LL 
MAKE YOUAN YOU COULD ‘ 
INCREDIBLE PAY IN 
4g INSTALLMENTS Hikaru! 
OFFER “ZERO “OF 50 OR 100 
PERCENT That’s not 
INTEREST. Torajiro’s 
; + hand- 


h writing! 


YOU AGAIN! 
THIS IS 
(00 PERCENT 
GENUINE! 
ITS THE 
REAL THING! 


7 AH! WHY DON'TH 44 
(> _~§ wait, |.|) Jyougustl| | 7! 


a clairn it’s 
SHUSAKU’S 100 percent 
WRITING! ‘| genuine?! 


THERE’S NO 

~~ MISTAKE. 

BuTWHY ||. bf ~ THIS IS THE 
WOULD HE REAL THING. 


LIE LIKE 


y 
ShusaKt 
é 


AND THAT'S 
COMING FROM 
APRO 
PLAYER. 


ll 


Ignominious 
wretch! HOW DARE YOU 
That forgery DISRESPECT 


sullies Torajiro’s GOKISO 


SENSEI LIKE 


a 


a 


GOKISO 
SENSEI, 
YOUR ff 
TEACHING Mi) , WHO'D 
| \ BELIEVE A 
ABOUT TO -(o } BRAT LIKE 
BEGIN. tap YOU, 
IF YOU'D ANYWAY? 
PLEASE... 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


IT’S AFAKE 
FOR SURE! 
THOSE TWO 
ARE LIARS! 
AND THOSE 
OTHER 
BOARDS... 


/ OUR REGULAR 
VENDOR-THE ONE 
\ WHO CAME UNTIL THIS 
YEAR-WAS VERY NICE. 
HE TOOK THE TIME 
TO EXPLAIN 
EVERYTHING. 


IS IT TRUE? 
THAT’SA 
FORGERY? 
HOW CAN YOU 


IT’S RESISTANT 
TO CRACKS AND 
MOLD, SO IT’S 
PERFECT FOR 
GO BOARDS. 


HE 
SOUNDS 
ALOT 
BETTER 
THAN THIS 


4, REST OF YOUR 


WHY 
DION'T 
YOUR 
\| USUAL GUY 
COME 


GOkKISO 
SENSEI 
INSISTED... 


WELL, I'LLGO \. 
DEAL WITH THAT \\, 


VENDOR NOW. 7" 


THANKS FOR i | 
YOUR HELP, AND) !:! 


ENJOY THE 


TIME HERE! 


SHIN KAYA HAS A 
BEAUTIFUL GRAIN 
VERY SIMILAR TO 
REAL KAYA, BUT 
IT’S ACTUALLY AN 
IMPORTED WOOD 
CALLED SPRUCE. 


BUT BOARDS MADE FROM 
REAL KAYA ARE MUCH 
MORE EXPENSIVE, SO SOME 
UNDERHANDED MERCHANTS 
SELL SHIN KAYA BOARDS 
AS REAL KAYA. 


a 


q 


I'VE HEARD 
SOME BAD 
RUMORS 
ABOUT HIM... 


<i 
: 


SURE PUT A 
DAMPER ON 
THINGS. 


AU SOMETHING 


| | 
HI] | 
1] 
Times 
Ail! WE 
# ] 
S 


"i OR |S THERE 
| 


ELSE YOU'D 
LIKE TO 


THAT GUY OVER 
THERE BY THAT 
GIANT GO BOARD IS 
GIVING ALECTURE 
OR SOMETHING. 
ISHE APRO? 
| WONDER IF I'LL 


HAVE TO DO STUFF 
LIKE THAT 
~~ SOMEDAY. 


— PD revcine cus} | 


Se 


AND HE’S 
PLAYING 
THE MAN 
WHO 
ALMOST 
BOUGHT 
THAT GO 
BOARD... 


— 
LOOK-YOU'VE 
GOT WEAK 
POINTS 
EVERYWHERE. 


MAYBE YOU f\\ 
NEED TO ih “S\\/ STONES IN 
STUDY ON A iN SS \)| THE UPPER 
HIGH-QUALITY fy sy | RIGHT ARE 
BOARD VY = y | CEAD NOW 
AFTER ALL, \\ > ; 
EH? 


| CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
THIS GAME! 


ly 


Z 

Whatkind Z 
of teaching = 
gameis & 
S 

a € 

« 


YOU CAN | 

STILL DO ||! 
i | IT'S NOT 
OVER 


| DIDN'T 


, BRA® FINE THEN, & Oo YOU THINK 

SAY THAT! gilts YOU STILL 
CONTINUE. HAVESA 

CHANCE? 


THE KID 
BEHIND YOU 
NRG THINKS YOU 
HERE, : CAN MAKE A 


BE MY \ 


GUEST! | | NEOSESS See 


WELL, COME 
ON THEN. 
LET’S SEE YOU 
BACK UP THAT 
BIG MOUTH 
OF YOURS. 


might not 
be able to =. 
accomplish 53 


ARE YOU 


SURE, SAI? 
BUT IF YOU 
THIS GUY | | CANT... THEN 


this, MIGHT BE A | | you HIGHTAIL 
Hikaru, JERK, BUT IT OUT OF 
but HE IS APRO. | | HERE ON THE 


DOUBLE! 


<* Tell him 

that if I win, 
he has to 

remove that 


fake Tora- AW 
jiro board! 


BEAT YOU, 
THEN YOU 
HAVE TO 
GET RID OF 
THAT FAKE 
SHUSAKU 


BUT, SAI... 
WHAT IF HE 
DRAWS ALOT 
OF ATTENTION 
TOUS AFTER 
YOU BEAT 


\ HAPPEN. 


MSHA 


He’ll be too ; 

embarrassed He thinks 

to talk about you're an 
a loss amateur, a 


against you. mere child. 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO PULL 


ANY 
PUNCHES... 


™ XQ 
XQ 
P 
Y 
iN\) \ 


One-point 
corner 
enclosure! 


| HAVEN’T 
BEEN INA 
4-PANEL 
GAG 
MANGAIN x 
TEN \ 
YEARS! \\y 


YEARS! 


Came 104 “Kurata 6-dan” 


Te? 


QUESTIONS 
UP TO THIS 


Lit 


= ; 


KURATA 
SENSEI, MAY 
| HAVE AN 
AUTOGRAPH? 


<y 
Soe & = 
K 
2 LA Fe 
LTE, 
Rar 
A/\ 
SH) I) 
ee r¢ ; 


ASSIS 


a 
RZ AW 


THERE! LL EVEN 
KURATA PUT IT IN 
re WRITING! 


MEIJIN"! 


THINK I'LL 
GO WITH 
"CLIMBING 
UP KISEI"! 


POTENTIAL 
TO ACQUIRE 
ANY ONE 

OF THOSE 
TITLES! 
LTT 


I'VE RESERVED A 
TEACHING GAME 
| WITH YOU, SENSE!! 
YOROSHIKU 
ONEGAISHIMASL! 


SENSEI, 
MAY | HAVE 


'LL BE 


TO LET 
TOYA 
MEIJIN 

\ SEE THIS. 


HON'INBO 
ONE FOR 
ME? 


“HONING 
IN ON 
HON’INBO”! 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


| SHOULD HAVE 


INSTEAD 
RESERVED A 
OF GOKISO GAME WITH 


SENSEI... KURATA SENSE! 


| JUST CAME 


THAT'S : | HAD A FIVE-STONE 


mean! VV Hanpicar, BUT IT WAS FROM HIM, 
WHY’S LIKE HE JUST KEPT AND HE GAVE 
HE IN SETTING TRAPS FOR ME SUCH A 

SUCH A ME TO FALL BEATING... 


BUT THAT'S 
NO EXCUSE 


| HEARD A RUMOR 
AMAT HE'S UPSET LATELY 

BECAUSE HE LOST 

BIG IN THE STOCK 


MARKET. 


gs 
A? 


BUT SOME 
KID SAID 


BACK FROM 
ALOSING 
POSITION 

AGAINST A 
PRO IS ALL 
BUT 
IMPOSSIBLE! 


AREN'T YOU 
THE ONE WHO 


IF THAT KID 
PULLS IT OFF, 
THEN HE’S 
STRONGER 
THAN MOST 


IT JUST 
SORT OF... 
WORKED 


THIS 
GAME |S 
OVER. 


YOU MAKE 
MOVES | 
WOULDN'T 
DREAM OF. 


yo 


AND IT WOULD 2 : = 
HAVE BEEN a THINKING 
IMPOSSIBLE <= ABOUT HOW 
FOR ME TO = JSS woutove 
COME BACK = : = SS PLAYED... 
FROM THAT 


HAPPENED? 
LET’S SEE! 


BECAUSE 
|COM- 
PLETELY 
UNDERES- 
TIMATED 
HIM. 


ASA 


YOU MADE A 
COMEBACK 
FROM 
PRETTY FAR 
BEHIND. 


DON'T 
FORGET 
YOUR 
PROMISE! 


SURE WISH 
| COULD’VE 


| JUST HEARD 

—{ _ SOMEONE 

‘| \ TALKING ABOUT 
(THIS GAME... 


BUT YOUR 
OPPONENT 
WAS APRO. 

YOU MUST 


THAT IS 
WHAT 
HAPPENED, 
RIGHT? 


BEFORE... 


STARTING 
THIS YEAR. 


RIGHT! 
| READ ABOUT YOU 
IN GO WEEKLY! 
YOU PLAYED THAT 

SHINSHODAN 
GAME! 


SO WHAT 
DID GOKISO 
PROMISE 
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_ 
WEEE SEER 


PSS 


Ye 


WELCOME, 


KURATA 
SENSE!! 


“TW WW IT’S NOT EVEN 
VIN Nee ae 
| TIME TO 
Lhaud MERCHANDISE ON 
DISPLAY TODAY |S 
aie WORTHY OF YOUR 
DISCRIMINATING 


EYE! 


if 
' 
i? 


it : Lot 


MSHS 


¥200,000? 


PARDON?! 
OH, WELL... 
YOU SEE... 


GOOD HERE'S THE 
THING YOU RIGHT PRICE! 
NOTICED! 


es yh TT ABD) 
} x soq 


WHAT'S 
WITH THIS 
PRICE 
TAG? 


MISTAKE! 


OH My! 


I'LL TRACK NM / IF THEY 
THEM / 
DOWN AND INSTALL- 
MENT PLAN, 
YOU MUST 
HAVE THEIR 


AND THEN 
THERE'S 
THIS 
MATTER... 


| CAN'T REALLY 
TELL WHETHER 
THIS IS 
SHUSAKU'S 
HANDWRITING 


PROBABLY 
ALREADY 
SOLD 
SOME AT 
THAT 


Atl, 
READ y _ 7 
Kt BZ 


I'D LIKE YOU 


TO REMOVE 
“SHUSAKU'S” 
BOARD 
FROM YOUR 


DISPLAY. f 


BECAUSE 


Wa YOU JUST 
APIECE OF KNOW IT’S 
ADVICE, FAKE, EH? 
THOUGH... DON'T NS 
BE TOO PROUD 


OF YOURSELF 
FOR BEATING 
GOKISO. 


NOW IF YOU 
BEAT ME, 
THAT'S A 

DIFFERENT 


THAT 
GUY'SINA 
SLUMP-JUST 
ABOUT 
EVERYONE 
BEATS 


| |M GOING 
TO TAKE 
THE MEIJIN 


CRE 


BUT I’M TELLING 
YOU. ITSNOT SO 
DIFFICULT TO 
TAKE DOWN THE 
ONES AT THE 


BUT THAT EVERYONE 
HE’S DOING KUWABARA \ ; UP THERE |S 
EVERYTHING HE SENSEI-IT’S ‘ STRUGGLING TO 
CAN TO AVOID ALL AN ACT. MAINTAIN THEIR 
LOSING HIS TITLE. HE'S ’ $ POSITION. 
IT'S ONLY A PANICKING. 4& SS —“ TOYA MEIJIN 
MATTER OF - e=\ 3= WIGHT BEATHIS 
TIME... PEAK RIGHT 


GET IT, THEN ¥ 
MAYBE IT'LL 
BE OGATA... 
ONEOFUS | 
WILL GET THAT/{/ 
HON'INBO Ax 


PERSONALLY, 
lM MORE 
AFRAID OF 
THE PLAYERS 
WHO ARE 
UNDER ME. 


IT’S LIKE A 
DEATH MATCH 
WHEN | PLAY 
SOMEONE 
RANKED 
BELOW ME. 


He is 
confident! 


HIKARU 
SHINDO. 


HA HA! 
AND TAKE 


\\ THEM COWN, 


I'M MORE 
AFRAID OF 
AKIRA TOYA 
THAN | AM OF 
KOYO TOYA. 


BUT FOR 
NOW, | STILL 
HAVE TO 
TAKE DOWN 
THOSE AT 


\, THE TOP! 


WHAT DIO 
YOU SAY 
YOUR 
NAME 
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K 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


HEY, 
HAND ME \ 
AWHITE j \\\\a THERE AREN'T 
SENSU \ MANY PLAYERS 
\ AROUND WHO 
HAVEN'T HEARD 
OF ME. 


SENSEI, 
THAT'S MY 
MERCHANDISE. HERE-A 
| NEED TO, UH... GIFT FOR 
YOU. 


Nn BED apomes 
\ NEXT TO MY 


«ie 


| GUESS I'LL 
REMEMBER YOUR 
NAME-YOU KNOW, 


eer AS AN AUTHORITY 


AUTHORITY © 
HANDWRITING. 


HAND- 


={ON SHUSAKU'S& ON SHUSAKU'S 
\. WRITING’? A 


LIKE YOU 
BEING AN 
EXPERT ON 
SHUSAKU. 


Satisfied? 
Tet you 
| Play and Vi 


WELL, I'VE GOT 
TO GET TOMY 
TEACHING 


SURE |S 
STRANGE, 
THOUGH... 


The End of Shinshodan Series 
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